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Poetry Analysis: Siren Song by Margaret Atwood and Dover Beach by Matthew Arnold.
In most cases, poets develop their pieces creatively to deliver their messages to the audience, and this is the same case in Margret Atwood's "Siren Song" and in Matthew Arnold's "Dover Beach". In the two poems, the poets relied on literary and poetic devices in presenting their themes to the audience, and this enables us to understand the poems in a better way. In the "Siren Song", Margaret Atwood relied on stylistic devices such as vivid description, imagery and symbolism in presenting the core themes which are; female domination over males, romantic relationships as well as the helplessness of men.
Generally, the poem is based on the ancient Greek mythology of sirens but takes a different dimension. Initially, the sirens meant half birds and half women creatures that lured sailors with their irresistible songs, but this poem takes the position of men who are lured by women (Arnold 8). The poem presents a counterbalance of power balance between men and women and portrays the former group as helpless, stupid and lustful characters that cannot resist the women. The use of vivid description is very prominent in the poem right away from the beginning. In the beginning, the poet describes the sirens and says that their songs were strong enough that the men who hear them strive to reach the islands where the songs come from (1-6). There is an assertion that the men are not lured by the songs but by the voices of the singers, and this presents the theme of male domination by women, control, lust and male helplessness.
Symbolism is also used to present the power of women, and as evident, the siren symbolizes powerful women in Greek whom men cannot resist. The women are arguably beautiful, and this is what the men are interested in. The women arguably lure the men into relationships even to fatal extends and this is presented by the poet by saying, "the song that forces men to leap overboard even though they see beached skulls" (4-6). The image of the woman who is the person is presented clearly, and this is the basis of the theme of beauty. Overall, Atwood's poem depicts men as weak and irrational and beings that are unable to see the lurking dangers through interactions with the women.
Matthew Arnold's poem "Dover Beach" also relies on stylistic devices in presenting the central themes and this fosters clear and vivid understandings of the poem. The core stylistic or poetic devices which are used include; vivid description, imagery, allusion, similes and personification in presenting the themes of love, relationships, religion, faith and suffering. Vivid description and imagery are presented right from the beginning of the poem whereby Arnold presents the theme of love in the Dover beach. There is a very clear description of the scenery and the beauty of the sea and the shore, and this is motivated by the moonlight (1-3). As the poem progresses, the poet shifts from the scene and the theme of love and argues that the surface beauty of the world does not take stock of what happened in the past (Arnold 7). As Arnold argues, love is love because of the beauty, but sometimes, lovers face misery and conflicts which they should strive to endure and overcome.
At the beginning of the poem, the poet personifies the sea by stating "the sea is calm tonight" and this presents the calm environment and the enjoyment of love for the lovers (Arnold 1). Arnold also relied on metaphors and similes in presenting the theme of religion and faith. The poet uses a metaphor and compares faith to the sea. Arnold presents the case of high tides and compares them to unbreakable faith that people had in God. The author also compares the retreating of the tides to the collapsing of religious and spiritual faith. Arnold also uses the simile like "the folds of a bright girdle" (Arnold 23) in comparing religion to spiritual faith. In presenting the themes of human suffering, the poet also presents the case of the Greeks, and this is an allusion.
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